	CriteriaGrading Rubric

	Points

	Executive Summary/Abstract
· Does it effectively summarize each of the required sections?
· Is it clear and easy to understand?
· Does it provide a snap shot of the policy and the issue it is seeking to address?
NOTES: 
	 Out of 3.0 points

	Introduction 
· Does it effectively introduce the topic? 
· Does it clearly explain why this issue is important for social welfare policy?
NOTES: 
	Out of 3.0 points 







	Description of the problem/issue
· Does it clearly define the problem?
· Does it identify the affected population? 
· Does it highlight the impact of the problem?
· Does it show the urgency of the issue?
NOTES: 
	Out of 2 points





	Historical background 
· Does it provide a historical context for the bill or policy? 
· Does it address previous methods of addressing the problem?
· Does it describe the legislative history of the bill or policy, including any changes? 
· Does it describe how this bill or policy was developed?
NOTES: 
	Out of 2 points





	Description of the policy
· Does it effectively describe the policy is sufficient detail?
· Does it explain to which population the policy is targeted?
· Does it describe the intended goals of the policy?
· Does it highlight logistical issues related to the policy (e.g., funding and oversight)
· Does it describe what evidence the makers of this policy used to develop it?
NOTES: 
	Out of 2 points





	Key groups 
· Does it identify key concerned groups?
· Does it clearly explain each side’s position on the policy?
· Does it critique each side’s position in terms of whether it is based on evidence?
· Does it uncover biases?

NOTES: 
	Out of 2 points









	Analysis of the policy
· Does it thoroughly utilize the following policy analysis model offered in class?  
· Does it address the identified social problem?
· What assumptions is the legislation built on?
· What values does the legislation promote?
· What are the potential benefits?
· What are the potential risks?
· Are there any possible unintended consequences?
· Do the benefits outweigh the risks?
· Is it feasible (e.g., logistics)?
· Is it cost effective?
· Does it promote social justice?
NOTES: 
	Out of 8 points









	Conclusions
· Does it effectively wrap up the paper?
· Does it provide a condensed summary of the key points related to analyzing the policy?
· Does it discuss whether the policy is feasible and/or reasonable?
NOTES:
	Out of 2 points

	Recommendations
· Does it provide useful recommendations? 
· Does it demonstrate critical thinking?
NOTES:
	Out of 2 points

	Evidence (scholarly references)
· Does it effectively incorporate evidence on both sides of the policy?
· Does it incorporate the required number of scholarly references?
· If it does not, does it adequately explain why there is a lack of empirical evidence? 
NOTES:
	Out of 2 points

	Writing style and adherence to APA style guidelines
· Does it follow the structure of the assignment?
· Is it clear and organized?
· Does it build a logical argument?
· Is it free from major grammatical and punctuation problems?
· Does it accurately use citations and references? 
NOTES: 
	Out of 2 points



	Other
· Additions
· Deductions
NOTES: 
	Out of 0 points

	TOTAL POINTS

	30



